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Loess Hills Prairie Seminar May 29-31, 2020

Postponed until 2021
The coordinators of the Loess Hills Prairie Seminar regret having to postpone this annual  3-day, 

family event but look forward to seeing you in 2021.  www.loesshillsprairieseminar.com
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Swamp milkweed (Asclepias incarnata)  Photo by Tenlea Turner

Praying Mantis
Photo by Tenlea Turner

Way back in 1990, prairie conservation wasn’t exactly trendy or even popular in our state, but that didn’t 

stop a small group of enthusiastic individuals from stepping up to the challenge.  While attending the North 

American Prairie Conference in Cedar Falls that year, those dedicated individuals recognized the need to 

locate, protect, and restore what remained of our prairie heritage before it disappeared forever. That’s when 

the Iowa Prairie Network (IPN) was formed.  Their goal was to collaborate with interested individuals, 

organizations, and government agencies to organize ways to share information, and help in education and 

management efforts.  Their mission:  To learn about, teach about, enjoy and protect Iowa’s prairie heritage.

Since its inception, IPN has done just that.  Funds raised through membership fees, silent-auction proceeds, 

and your generous donations have allowed us to support prairie-related events, such as the Iowa Prairie 

Conference, Loess Hills Prairie Seminar, and the North American Prairie Conference, over the years.  We 

have assisted with land purchases to protect treasured remnants and provided funds to support management 

expenses on public and private lands.  We championed the Governor’s proclamation for Iowa Prairie 

Heritage Week to celebrate our prairies every September.  Our dedicated board members plan events in each 

of the seven IPN regions across the state to involve our members and the general public in various 

stewardship and educational activities.  We also organize prairie hikes simply for the fun of it.

We have had our ups and downs over our 30-year run.  There was a time we feared it might not last, but we 

persevered.  In the past few years, we have attracted many new members who bring fresh ideas and passion.  

We have expanded our social media and can reach a broader audience.  Today, the ecological and economic 

values of prairie and native ecosystems are more widely publicized, and more people are motivated to 

participate in conservation efforts than ever before.  

Yes, we have lasted, and we look forward to the next 30 years and all we can accomplish with the help of 

others who believe in our mission.  Our prairie heritage is precious – you can help preserve it.  Check us out 

at www.iowaprairienetwork.org, or follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter.  Come join us on the 

prairie! 

Submitted by Tenlea Turner

Due to the Coronavirus outbreak the 2020 North American Prairie Conference 
has been rescheduled for 2021.  Please stay tuned to IPN for updates.

http://www.loesshillsprairieseminar.com/
http://www.iowaprairienetwork.org/


Page 2

“I wanted to know the name of every stone and flower and insect and bird and beast. I wanted to know where it got its 

color, where it got its life - but there was no one to tell me.”  ~ GeorgeWashington Carver

IPN Board of Directors
Region 1

Amy Andrews
Ben Maas
Region 2

Tim Youngquist
Vacant

Region 3
Justin Meissen

Vacant
Region 4

Lance Brisbois
Cait Caughey

Region 5
Luke Gran
Sarah Nizzi 
Region 6

Tenlea Turner 
Pam White 
Region 7

Ray Hamilton
Vacant

At Large  
Michelle Biodrowski

Jon Judson
Laura Leben
Derek Miner
Corinne Bulat

Jacob Pitzenberger

We are looking for individuals who are passionate about our endangered prairie ecosystem and want to join us in our mission! We have 
openings on our Board of Directors and could always use additional talent for any of our committees (Communications, Finance,
Marketing, and Membership).  Interested persons can contact Michelle Biodrowski (biodrowski13@gmail.com).

Join our Board or Become a Committee Member

Most people think of insects as creepy crawly pests – something to fear or, worse yet, to eradicate.  The 
truth is that insects are the unsung heroes of our natural world.  They are the pollinators, decomposers, 
pest-controllers, soil aerators, nutrient recyclers and, of course, food source for creatures large and small.  
Yes, some have a reputation of being detrimental to agriculture and human health, but most are 
beneficial, and each plays a vital role in the environment.

Insect fossils have been found dating back over 400 million years.  It is estimated that there are 5 to 30 
million insect species in the world.  Approximately 900,000 have been named by science – 91,000 of 
those in the United States.   Insects inhabit every land mass on the globe, even Antarctica (although there 
are few).

Whenever we are out in nature, we tend to delight in the beauty of the landscape - the blooming flowers, 
the birds flitting about, and the occasional glimpse of the furry inhabitants.  We are not as likely to stop 
and appreciate the smallest and most populous inhabitants that may be the foremost contributors to a 
healthy and balanced ecosystem. 

Insects are diverse, complex, fascinating, and beautiful creatures.  The more you learn, the more you will 
want to know about them.

Unsung Heroes
Submitted by Tenlea Turner

Resources:
www.bugguide.net
www.nsta.org/publications/news/story.aspx?id=50211
www.ck12.org/biology/importance-of-insects/lesson/Importance-of-Insects-MS-LS/
www.si.edu/spotlight/buginfo/bugnos

Photo by Tenlea Turner

Regal Fritillary – Tenlea Turner

Meadow Katydid Nymph
Photo by MJ Hatfield

Halloween pennant dragonfly – Tenlea Turner

Green Stink Bug eggs, magnified eggs, and nymphs emerging from those eggs – Photos by MJ Hatfield



Membership Corner 
IPN has nearly 200 members that share an enthusiasm for prairies!  Consider joining today!  

Name(s): ________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________City: ____________________ 

State: ______ Zip Code: __________ County: ___________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________________ 

Phone (optional): _________________________ Circle one: home - work - cell 

Membership Levels & Dues (check one):

____ Student ............. Free - please provide a valid school email address or ID 

____ Intern ................ $ 10 ____ Family ................... $ 30 
____ Individual .......... $ 20 ____ Organizations………$100

Newsletter Options (check one):
____ Prefer to receive newsletters via e-mail at the address listed above ...... $0 
____ Prefer to receive printed newsletters via mail .................................. add $5 
IPN is an IRS approved 501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit organization

Please make checks payable to: 
Iowa Prairie Network 
c/o Edward M. Sibley, Treas. 4015 Sergeant Road, Sioux City, IA 51106
The membership form can also be downloaded from our website – click “Join Us”

You can join online with PayPal

Summer 2020 Events
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Upcoming Events – check the IPN Calendar for details, updates and more events! 
www.iowaprairienetwork.org

June TBD Go to www.iowaprairienetwork.org for updates

July TBD Go to www.iowaprairienetwork.org for updates

August
8

15

Okoboji Blue Water Festival at Arnolds Park

IPN & INPS Field Trip at Kessler Prairie near Grinnell

The Iowa Prairie Network is a grass-roots, volunteer organization that is dedicated to the preservation of Iowa's 
prairie heritage. IPN was formed in 1990 by Iowans concerned that our prairie heritage was disappearing. People 
needed an organization that would bring those who know about prairie together with those who wanted to learn, 

to form a network of advocacy for Iowa's natural heritage.
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Conservation Corps Minnesota 
& Iowa engages youth and 
young adults in meaningful 
service, leadership 
development, and 
environmental stewardship 
throughout the Midwest.

Our goals are to help young 

people from diverse backgrounds 

become more connected to the 

environment, engaged in 

conservation, involved in the 

community, and prepared for 

future employment. We realize 

our mission and accomplish our 

goals through initiatives for 

youth and young adults:

Learn more at:

www.conservationcorps.org

Featured IPN Connection

American Lady on
Pale Purple Coneflower

(Echinacea pallida)
Photo by Tenlea Turner

IPN works with a multitude of agencies and 
organizations to support us in our mission.  

We thank them for their support.

2020 marks IPN’s 30th Anniversary
Join us on the prairie and help us celebrate!

Please be advised:  Events may be postponed or cancelled due to Coronavirus.  Check 
the IPN Calendar for continued updates.  Thank you for your patience and understanding.

Don’t forget to RENEW your membership!  www.iowaprairienetwork.org. Thank you!

http://www.iowaprairienetwork.org/
http://www.iowaprairienetwork.org/
https://www.conservationcorps.org/
http://www.iowaprairienetwork.org/
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Iowa Prairie Network, Inc.

4015 Sergeant Rd.

Sioux City, IA 51106-4013

iowaprairienetworkorg@gmail.com
www.iowaprairienetwork.org

www.facebook.com/IowaPrairieNetwork 

IPN's Mission: To Learn About, Teach About, Enjoy, and Protect Iowa's Prairie Heritage

@iowaprairienetwork

Photo by Tenlea Turner

#IowaPrairieNet

mailto:iowaprairienetworkorg@gmail.com

