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Loess Hills Prairie Seminar – June 2 – 4, 2017
Submitted by Dianne Blankenship

Prairie phlox (Phlox pilosa) Photo by Tenlea Turner

2016 LHPS panorama by Suzanne Gucciardo

Releasing red-tailed hawk
Photo by Larry Stone

Fun for the kids
Photo by Larry Stone

For forty years the Loess Hills Prairie Seminar (LHPS) has drawn prairie and nature enthusiasts together for 
three days of family fun and learning, and the 41st year will be no exception!  

Hundreds of prairie-loving people attended the 2016 seminar.  They enjoyed sessions about birds, plants, 
insects, photography, history, soil, ecology, prairie management, writing, Native American heritage, 
landscaping, and storytelling.  The Loess Hills Wildlife Management Area (including the Sylvan Runkel State 
Preserve) provided an outstanding setting for the outdoor sessions.  Evening programs and exhibits were 
held at West Monona High School in Onawa.  Those who returned to the campground at Loess Hills WMA 
enjoyed entertainment by the campfire, and night time field sessions in the campground.

At the 40th anniversary of the seminar in 2016, former IPN board member Dianne Blankenship stepped 
down from coordinating the seminar as she had done for over a decade.  She did this for the Northwest 
Area Education Agency (NWAEA), which handled the financial aspects of the seminar since its inception.  
Monona County Conservation Board and the Iowa DNR’s Missouri River Wildlife Unit have continued to be 
the backbone of logistical support for LHPS. 

This year the LHPS will be managed by the Monona County Conservation Board and coordinated by their 
naturalist, Andrea Porter, with the assistance of a committee of western Iowans.  Plans are underway for 
the 2017 LHPS to be held on June 2, 3, and 4.  The seminar kicks off with G.R.A.S.S. (the Great Race Against 
Shrubs and Shade), a pre-seminar volunteer activity on Friday, followed by evening programs on Friday 
and Saturday evenings, and daytime programs on Saturday and Sunday.  

If you would like to help with this year’s seminar, consider offering lead a break-out session or present a 
program; programs for all ages are needed!  The seminar takes pride in offering credit to educators, and in 
welcoming families with children.  

The LHPS is a unique experience for all ages, and many people return to the Loess Hills year after year for 
this special event!  It provides an opportunity to connect with old friends, make new friends, and spend 
time in an amazing place learning from knowledgeable and experienced program leaders and presenters.  
The temporary campground area in the Loess Hills WMA has no electricity and limited cellular service, but 
it offers an excellent view of the stars and the symphony of sounds from the wildlife that call the Hills 
home.  

If you have never attended the Loess Hills Prairie Seminar, you have been missing out on the state’s largest 
annual gathering of prairie enthusiasts!

Registration for the seminar is free, and is only 
required if ordering meals.  
For more information, contact Andrea Porter at 
mccbnat@mononacounty.org

The Iowa Prairie Network has been a major 
supporter of the LHPS for many years. Thank you 
IPN!
(And IPN thanks Dianne for all of her dedication 
and hard work for the LHPS for so many years!)

mailto:mccbnat@mononacounty.org
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Early Bloomers
Submitted by Tenlea Turner IPN Board of Directors
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Ed Sibley 

“In nature nothing exists alone.”
Rachel Carson - Silent Spring

For those of us who enjoy nature’s wonder, the dwindling days of winter cold and snow 
summon images of vast fields ablaze with a colorful mosaic of blooming wildflowers.  One of 
the things I love most about Iowa is that the landscape changes on a daily basis.  Once the 
ground begins to thaw, it doesn’t take long for the carpet of fresh green grass to be dotted 
with the colors of our earliest bloomers.
In our gardens we anxiously await the emergence of crocus, daffodils, tulips, and lilacs, but if 
you’re strolling through natural landscapes such as prairie or woodlands keep your eye out 
for some of these native early bloomers:

Pussytoes (Antennaria neglecta):  Mid April to mid May  These 
little cuties can be found in varying habitats such as mesic to dry 
prairies, slopes of open woodlands, or pastures.  The plant has a 
rosette of hairy basal leaves at the base of a single stem that 
grows to about 12” holding the small cluster of whitish flowers 
at the top.  Pussytoes grow in colonies and because of its early 
blooming season the flowers can easily be seen standing above 
the early growth of other vegetation. 

Blue-eyed grass (Sisyrinchium campestre):  Early 
to late May Contrary to its name, blue-eyed 
grass is not a grass at all.  It is actually a member 
of the Iris (Iridaceae) family.  Blue-eyed grass can 
be found in mesic, dry, sand, and hill prairies of 
high quality.   The plant stands about 12” tall, 
has grass-like leaves, and bears 3 – 6 flowers of 
varying shades of violet blue.

Marsh Marigold (Caltha palustris):  Mid 
April to mid May As its name suggests, the 
marsh marigold prefers the continuously 
wet soils of marshes, fens, seeps, and 
springs.  The leaves of the plant are round 
and smooth, and the clusters of bright 
yellow flowers are a bold contrast to the 
greenery of other vegetation in their 
habitat.
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Membership Corner 
IPN has 95 members that share an enthusiasm for prairies!  Consider joining today!  

Name(s): ________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________City: ____________________ 

State: ______ Zip Code: __________ County: ___________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________________ 

Phone (optional): _________________________ Circle one: home - work - cell 

Membership Levels & Dues (check one):
____ Student ............. Free; please provide a valid school email address or ID 
____ Intern ................ $10 
____ Individual .......... $20
____ Family ................ $30 

Newsletter Options (check one):
____ Prefer to receive newsletters via e-mail at the address listed above ...... $0 
____ Prefer to receive printed newsletters via mail .................................. add $5 
IPN is an IRS approved 501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit organization

Please make checks payable to: 
Iowa Prairie Network 
c/o Edward M. Sibley, Treas. 4015 Sergeant Road, Sioux City, IA 51106 

The membership form can also be downloaded from our website – click “Join Us”

Upcoming Events – check the IPN calendar for details, updates and more events! 
www.iowaprairienetwork.org

April

8

22

30

Prairie Chicken Day - Kellerton Bird Conservation Area in Ringgold County

Earth Day Celebration - Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge; stewardship activities

Prairie Wildflower Walk - Sioux City Prairie

May

6

20

21

May is Iowa Wildflower Month sponsored by the Iowa Native Plant Society

Iowa Native Plant Society annual meeting - Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt; field trip and 
speakers

Pedal the Prairie - Neal Smith NWR; 10 mile bike ride, family fun

Iowa Native Plant Society - Middle Raccoon River Valley with Whiterock Conservancy;  
Native plant walk with Beth Henning

June
2-4

3

Loess Hills Prairie Seminar – Monona County; 3 day family event

National Prairie Day - Attend (or plan) an event that celebrates our prairie heritage

Have you registered your prairie or 
garden with Plant.Grow.Fly. yet?

Save The Date

Iowa Prairie Conference
July 14-15

Iowa Western Community College
Council Bluffs, Iowa

Learn more at:
http://www.goldenhillsrcd.org/ prairie-
conference.html

IPN is pleased to announce that we will 
be offering scholarships for college 
students to attend the 2017 Iowa Prairie 
Conference! More information will be 
posted on the IPN website as it becomes 
available.

The Iowa Prairie Network is a grass-roots, volunteer organization that is dedicated to the preservation of 
Iowa's prairie heritage. IPN was formed in 1990 by Iowans concerned that our prairie heritage was 

disappearing. People needed an organization that would bring those who know about prairie together with 
those who wanted to learn, to form a network of advocacy for Iowa's natural heritage.
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Wood betony – Pedicularis canadensis

Don’t forget to RENEW your membership!  Go to www.iowaprairienetwork.org.  Thank you!

http://www.goldenhillsrcd.org/prairie-conference.html
http://www.iowaprairienetwork.org/


Inside this issue:

Loess Hills Prairie Seminar

Prairie Highlight: Early Bloomers

Map of Regions and Board 

Members

Membership Corner 

Upcoming Events

1

2

2

3

3

Iowa Prairie Network, Inc.
4015 Sergeant Rd.

Sioux City, IA 51106-4013
iowaprairienetworkorg@gmail.com
www.iowaprairienetwork.org

Like us on Facebook!
We use our Facebook Page and Group to share prairie-related news and updates.  Join our online community!

IPN's Mission: To Learn About, Teach About, Enjoy, and Protect Iowa's Prairie Heritage

Golden alexanders (Zizea aurea) Photo by Tenlea Turner

mailto:iowaprairienetworkorg@gmail.com

